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“Nanarchy”: Red Dwarf, Season Seven, Episode 81
Arnold J. Rimmer, David Lister, The Cat, Kryten, Christine Kochanski, and Holly

Mining Ship Red Dwarf, Jupiter Mining Corporation


In an effort to fix Lister’s arm, Kochanski mentions Kryten's self-repair system. He has a group of tiny molecular machines called nanobots, which can be programmed by his CPU to repair any part of the robot’s mechanisms. Kochanski suggests that these nanobots may be able to repair Lister's arm!  The idea is a good one except for the fact that Kryten's nanobots deserted him some time ago. He can’t remember when. They set a course for the SS Esperanto, the place of the last known nanobot repair.


They awake from cryo-sleep with small planetoid in front of them. Kryten discovers that the planetoid is Red Dwarf. They take the buggy and land on the planetoid. Holly (the male one) explains how the nanobots left him stranded on the planetoid. They all discuss the nanobot situation. Kryten thinks that the nanobots mutinied during the escapade on the SS Esperanto because there was nothing in Kryten's body, left to explore. But Red Dwarf itself was far too big. Kochanski continues by suggesting that the nanobots built a subatomic version of Red Dwarf and discarded the rest of the ship as a planetoid for safekeeping. "So what were we following for all those months?" Asks Cat, "What was producing that vapour trail?" Kryten tells him that they were chasing the Nano-Red Dwarf, that’s why the readings were so minute and hard to follow. Holly tells them that the reason they may have lost track of the nanobots was because the ships scanners are programmed to scan on the outside. To escape, the nano-Red Dwarf simply had to stop! Kochanski asks if that means that the Nano-Red Dwarf is actually in Starbug? It seems that it was. They eventually find it in Lister's Laundry basket!!!! 

 
Kryten captures the nanobots in a little jar with the help of a scanner. He taps the little jar and screams at the nanobots, "Can you here me you pesky little critters!? We want our ship back and we want a new arm for Mr. Lister. Are you receiving me?" He taps his pencil on the jar again. The nanobots respond by re-building Red Dwarf and Lister's body. 

Nano technology is pretty exciting stuff. But if you were able to have ten thousand million nanobots all working for hundreds of years, they would still only manage to build a tiny grain of sand. Nevertheless, the introduction of nanotechnology into the shows hoopy scientific concepts, shows an eagerness by the writers to embrace 'difficult to dream of science' in an interesting and comical way.
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1. http://www.sadgeezer.com/RedDwarf/epis7-08.htm
Figure 1.  Kryten and Lister.  
Figure 2.  The Red Dwarf
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